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Art Unit: 3739 

Confirmation No.: 6858 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



1. On December 15, 2004, the USPTO apparently mailed a Notice of Drawing 
Inconsistency with Specification with a non-extendable time period for response of one month or 
thirty days. Thus, a response was due by January 1 5, 2005. 

2. On January 25, 2005, Applicants received the Notice referenced in item 1 , that is, after 
the due date for response. 

3. I, Jacqueline F. Mahoney, declare and affirm the Notice of Drawing Inconsistency mailed 
on December 15, 2004 was received in our office on January 25, 2005. 
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4. Applicants submit herewith a true copy of the mail log showing the mail received on 
January 25, showing receipt of the Notice. 

5. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the holding of abandonment 
based on failure to timely receive the Notice. 

6. Applicants further request the amendments set forth in Appendix A be made by 
Examiner's Amendment in response to the Notice of Drawing Inconsistency. In the event the 
amendments cannot be made by Examiner's Amendment, Applicants request the Notice of 
Drawing Inconsistency be re-mailed. 

7. No fees are believed due with this petition, however, the Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any fees deemed due for timely consideration of this petition to Deposit Account No. 50- 



2207. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Appendix A 



Amendments to the Specification 



"Oh page 7, please replace the paragraph starting on line 9 with the following: 

Figures 15a-15f are lateral views illustrating various configurations of the electrode 
including ring-like, ball, hemispherical, cylindrical, conical and needle-like. Figures 15q-15h 
are lateral views illustrating distal-end structure associated with the electrodes. 

On page 31 , please replace the paragraph starting on line 18 with the following: 

In various embodiments, electrodes 18e including impedance sensors 22 and 
sensing members 22m can have a variety of shapes and geometries. Referring now to 
Figures 15a-15f, example shapes and geometries can include, but are not limited to, ring- 
like, ball, hemispherical, cylindrical, conical, needle-like and combinations thereof. Figures 
15g and 15h show a needle electrode 18e and 18, respectively, having at least one injection 
port, such as ports 23, through which fluid material can be injected. Guidewire 15 is used to 
position the introducer 12 and/or electrode. Referring to Figure 16, in an embodiment 
electrode 18e can be a needle with sufficient sharpness to penetrate tissue including fibrous 
tissue including, encapsulated tumors cartilage and bone. The distal end 18de of electrode 
18e can have a cut angle 68 that ranges from 1 to 60°, with preferred ranges of at least 25° 
or, at least 30° and specific embodiment of 25° and 30°. The surface of electrode 18e can 
be smooth or textured and concave or convex. Electrode 18e can have different lengths 38 
that are advanced from distal end 16' of introducer 12. The lengths can be determined by 
the actual physical length of electrode(s) 18e, the length 38' of an energy delivery surface 
18eds of electrode 18e and the length, 38" of electrode 18e that is covered by an insulator 
36. Suitable lengths 38 include but are not limited to a range from 1-30 cms with specific 
embodiments of 0.5, 1, 3, 5, 10, 15 and 25.0 cm. The conductive surface area 18eds of 
electrode 18e can range from 0.05 mm2 to 100 cm2. The actual lengths of electrode 18e 
depend on the location of tissue site 5' to be ablated, its distance from the site, its 
accessibility as well as whether or not the physician performs an endoscopic or surgical 
procedure. While the conductive surface area 18eds depends on the desired ablation 
volume 5av to be created. 
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